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Janak met the giraffe just outside of Kathmandu valley. At first Janak was startled
to see the tall, long-necked animal. But he quickly recognized the animal as
something he had seen on television, and so he welcomed him by clapping his
hands together.
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The giraffe saw friendly
Janak welcoming him.

b Ny~ The giraffe requested, "I
— 1 :
-_'K ! have come from Africa

o . and want to see Asia.
Would you please take
me around Kathmandu?"

Janak smiled. "Sure |
will take you around."
"Then climb on my
back," said the

% Qiraffe.
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Janak did not know how to climb onto such a tall creature. So the giraffe spread
apart his front legs and folded the back ones. Then Janak could easily climb on
his back. Once he was seated, he took hold of the giraffe’s long neck.
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The giraffe straightened his neck, his long tongue lolling out happily as he glanced
down at Janak. Then he began to walk. They entered the Kathmandu valley, past
the market, and along a path that Janak showed him.




R A, AT W JEed et A e, 38 T R et mdiewe
SE-sRW foawa fEgm stzamr v &fvy agww faew @R It
FeEd Wig 7 AmEr| el uf adr AW g AredT | Wit

AEFAT TG AT o<l a1 fAOw TSEedd a9k AfraT |

Janak pointed out many things for the giraffe to look at whilethey
walked. The road became more crowded as people gathered to /’
see the giraffe. When they reached the wide, busy road, the giraffet
stopped at the red light. —
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The traffic police was stunned at the sight of the
giraffe in the middle of the road. The traffic
stopped her work to watch him. Fortunately, it
didn't lead to any accidents.

Every window along the road was packed with
people wanting to see the giraffe. Those on the
road looked up at him as if they were looking at
the tip of Dharahara.
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A small boy named Rajesh was on the second sfory of his tall house waiching
carfoons on television. When he looked out the window, he was terrified-the giraffe
was trying to stick his head into his room! Fearfully, he ran away, calling his mother,
"Mother,....Gi..ra..Gira..ffe."
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His mother said, "l was calling you to show you the same. You watch cartoon
animails on television all day. Today you can watch the real giraffe. Do you see the
boy on the back of the giraffe?" Rajesh was speechless; he just ngdded his head
with his breath still very fast.




FITHRAIE I ATEE ASHFAT BI-OIAT S(SURT AZERT ATLHT IgFHT I |
agwd T famfgewt & agreard gaea Wil RwS =gt o A @
P, | So R FAE JEd A W S T | S feng
TRE- AT aRgE gt ar g | faa ol e o T e anfafad
gRl gl WOW foavm |7t e ‘8t &Y wee fiee- ©Ee avmames
qA AT IR ool |

The giraffe saw kites tangledin the electrical wires. Those kites belongedto children.
The giraffe was about to stretch out his neck and take them off the wires when
Janak warned him, "Those wires are alive. If you touch them it might kill us." The
giraffe nodded his head to thank Janak for the warning.
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Janak and the giraffe crossed the Bagmati river near the city and headed towards
Jawalakhel. On reaching Jawlakhel, the giraffe heard a sound and froze. "Lion!"
"You don't need to worry. The lions and the tigers in our zoo do not harm anyone.
Even the children do not fear to go near the tiger," Janak said to the stoned giraffe.
The giraffe was amazed.

Then Janak added, "The lions are in a zoo, in cages. They cannot hurt anyone."
Only then did the giraffe move forward.
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Janak took the giraffe to see the zoo. Everyone in the zoo
gathered around to see the giraffe. There were no one
watching the tiger. Even those watching the deer, antelopes,
foxes and bears came to see to giraffe. Children were
especially excited to see Janak on the back of the giraffe.
Janak waved to them. The giraffe enjoyed the attention. He

took small steps, moving slowly and carefully through the
crowd }:Lr(,f
1
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Janak and the giraffe headed toward the caged animdls. The giraffe was delighted
to see the familiar chimpanzees and zebras. "Hello! So you are living here? How
are you doing?" The giraffe added, "I have found Janak for a friend. It is so much

fun."
"Usually life is just fine, but a little boring," the Chimpanzee
said. "lwishwe had more room to play. Sometimes kids

tease us, and that '1@ makes us sad."
¥y .
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The zebra added, "I miss the wide, green grounds for grazing. This ground that the
Z00 people gave us is too small."

The giraffe thought a moment and said, "This land is not like the wild lands of Africa.
It must be difficult for you to be away. But even in these difficulties you have kept
the name of our continent. | will tell this to everyone back home." The thought of
their motherland brought tears to the caged animals’ eyes.
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After leaving the zoo, Janak bought some
fresh fruit. He bought apples, carrots,
papayas and bananas.

He offered the fruit fo the giraffe. "I have
bought some fruits. Fruits are good for your
body," he said. "This will quench your thirst
and give you energy.”

"Yes, that is true, but we giraffes love to eat
green leaves. We eat as many clean and
fresh leaves as we like. We eat so much that
we have to go 1o the forest to find food."

"Then let’s go to Godavari," Janak said.
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He picked up the bag of fruit and climbed back onto the
giraffe’s back. Then they headed towards Godavari. The road
to Godavari was almost empty. Janak was amazed at how fast
the giraffe could walk; the giraffe only took twelve minutes to
travel the ten kilometers from Patan to Godavari. Janak was
amazed.




TEE TEfs MUwS ST SRifeHT sver T T /i g @l 3Ter T 8wl
Tt | TE ARd WET | AT, SRR @ g TISERE dMad S BRI
A TGHT TU-THT T AT Sfgeed gAT aieE ST aml fie awe
HIBT AFe @I Aedr | SRS qThR A | @A | 9 fRamges i
af Eeer st | e a@ e fRamge @t W)

When they reached Godavari, the giraffe stretched his tall frontlegs
and long neck and began to edt the leaves from trees that oy
were as tall as the three-story houses of the village. The giraffe i "

then dropped leaves for the farmers. The farmers
were pleased with him.

- E
-“‘



TR e OFl @M WY gRAT Wee W@ WREl- “TdT T Rl
TEFE S ?7 “MEEQA THIR 3@ BA, RfT JgE qFt Ggesdl Se
A, W ¥ UE © |7 qfd W TR R wEAfay s | qEreeTe
fE@dHT BIAT T ATwa srmfe®t @gr weamt i sy daers
foea ao RO | oEr MET I AR MR Wud feemt | av fSewe
TRl @TTH QUG WA FFE Ahd WAI- “ATh I @ | AT, wra qT
TRt 17 waE O oF | "aE q fodisea i@ aeee gt ad
T MfEs | A0 WR o F g o, e T afi we saEw @Y

wﬁﬁmawu‘rl(/ Y » N

¥ »

| == ] 1

N\

r ‘i" i - .

LR



"I am thirsty," the giraffe told Janak. "Where can we get water?"

"The water in Godavari is very clean and pure, not like the city water. Here, I'll show
you some." Janak slid down from the giraffe’s back and led him to apond. When
the giraffe reached the pond, he spread apart his front legs and slowly lowered his
neck. It looked difficult to Janak.

The giraffe began fo drink thirstily. He drank for so long that Janak finally exclaimed,
"Oh my goodness! How much water can you drink?"

The giraffe looked amused. "l am not , satisfied yet. My body is so huge |
need more water than twenty e people like you do." He lowered his
head and began to drink again. =%
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Janak wanted to take the giraffe to his home, but it was much too low for
someone as tall as the giraffe. Instead, they decided to visit China as the giraffe
had planned. They headed towards Banepa through Sanga-Pass to reach
Kodari, at the border of China. Passing from a high-elevated and cool place
like Dhulikhel to warm lowlands like Panchkhal, Dolalghat, Lammosanghu and
Bahrabishe made both of them very tired. But the fact that Kodari was so close
excited the giraffe so much that he nearly started dancing.
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Pointing to the tall mountains behind Kodari, Janak said, "Friend, do you

= see that line of houses out there? That is Khasa Bazaar. There begins your
\ " Chino trip, a visit to the ground of Tibet famous as the roof of the world." &
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Giraffe looked towards Khasa, then back at Janak. He
looked a little sad to realize they would soon be parting.
"Friend, thank you very, very much. Could you please fell
me what things | should keep in mind when | get there?"
Janak took out a scarf and draped it around

ad the giraffe’s neck. "Friend, this is a small gift from
| me. This will keep you warm in the cold winter."
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Janak and the giraffe looked both happy and sad as they said goodbye. The
giraffe was happy about seeing new places but sad fo part with a friend. At one
side of the Kodari bridge, Janak waved his hand, while at the other side the giraffe
walked slowly, waving his head and often looking back. Then the giraffe turned a
bend in the road, and Janak could no longer see him. He then turned and started
on his long journey back home.
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As the giraffe walked, a Sherpa in a woolen cap and jacket appeared
and welcomed him by clapping. On seeing the warm clothes of the
Sherpaq, the giraffe said, "My dear Tibetan friend, | have come from

Africa. Do you think | can bear the cold climate of this place? Or
“ should | return home without visiting?"
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Sherpa Tsering said, "If there are means to cool oneself in a warm place like your
country then there are certainly means to warm oneself in a cold place like ours.
Do not worry. | am with you." The giraffe smiled and closed his eyes. He was
remembering someone else who had helped him-his friend Janak.




